
A selection of readings at the end of life or at the time of farewell 

Psalm 121 

1    I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
2    My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
3    He will not suffer your foot to stumble; he who watches over you will not sleep. 
4    Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
5    The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
6    So that the sun shall not strike you by day, neither the moon by night. 
7    The Lord shall keep you from all evil; it is he who shall keep your soul. 
8    The Lord shall keep watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth for 
evermore. 
 

Psalm 23 

1    The Lord is my shepherd;  therefore can I lack nothing. 
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures  and leads me beside still waters. 
3    He shall refresh my soul  and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;  for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5    You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  you have anointed 
my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 
6    Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

John 14.1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way 
to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.’ 

Revelation 21.1-7 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be 

his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death 

will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 

away.’ And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also 

he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 

from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be 

their God and they will be my children.’ 


