
Reflection for 28th February (Second Sunday of Lent) Mark 8:31-38 

The ultimate disgrace in today’s world is, it seems, to be called “a loser”: 

you cannot sink lower than that, and it was certainly a favourite term of 

abuse used by President Donald Trump. To be labelled “a loser” is to be 

consigned to derision, to being avoided, to being friendless and hopeless. 

We live in a world of “winners”: they are the ones who are glorified and 

who receive all the acclaim from the media, for example. But the media 

are also in the business of bringing people down to earth, so if there is 

any flaw or weakness in one of the “winners”, then watch out – they 

could become a loser overnight. 

It could be said that in the eyes of the world our Gospel reading this 

morning concerns one of the greatest “losers” of all time: a wandering 

Jewish rabbi who was executed by the Romans two thousand years ago; 

a man whose friends abandoned him when he got into trouble with the 

authorities; a man who never made any money, never had a steady job, 

and only lived until his early thirties. He was certainly a “loser” when it 

came to popularity, for although he had some followers in the towns and 

villages of Galilee for a while, it was short-lived. He also enjoyed a brief 

burst of popularity in Jerusalem, but it was quickly replaced by the hatred 

of him which led to his death. It was a sad end, and most people just 

wrote him off as one more “loser”. 

And yet, two thousand years on, people still come together all over the 

world in gatherings great and small, or even on the internet, because of 

this “loser”. They sing songs about him and offer prayers to him; they 

read books which record his life and work, and they study his words and 

his teachings. For a man who died with hardly any followers or 

supporters, the millions who follow him today surely represent an 

amazing about-turn. 

One of the pieces of wisdom he gave to subsequent generations was a 

message about “losing”. He said “What will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life?” In simple terms, it means that “losing” 

is not the end of the world; it is no bad thing, if you gain something 

greater in the end. But it means more than that. It seems to refer to 

losing your life, but for Jesus your “life” is not simply your life on earth – 

it is your life in God. We were created for fellowship with God and with 

each other, and Jesus reminds us of that with his question. This season of 

Lent is a good time to reconsider what we are doing and where we are 

going, to reassess all our activity and to consider how much of it is 

leading us towards the chief goal for which we were created: to love God 

and to love our neighbour.                       Bob Whittle 


