
 

John 10:11-18 

 

As I read this passage from John’s Gospel, a passage that shows the contrast between the 

good and bad, the faithful and the unfaithful shepherd. My thoughts were taken back to the 

first time my husband and I had a walking holiday in the Lake District. We were intrigued 

by the height of the stone walls. When we inquired about this we were told it was not as we 

thought,  due to deer, but stopped the Herdwick sheep that are native to that part of the 

country, and are the most amazing ‘jumpers!’ in more than one sense.  

 

Throughout time shepherds have taken care of their flocks. The shepherds of old like the hill 

farmers today have not changed. They know their flocks and have a lasting relationship with 

them. Even in today’s world the life of a shepherd is far from easy the shepherd is always 

prepared to give up his life for his flock.  

 

Jesus in this passage from John’s Gospel is fulfilling the Old Testament promises that God 

will come to shepherd his people. This is expressed so well in a verse from Isaiah v40:11  

 ‘He will feed his flock like a shepherd, He will gather the lambs in his arms, he will carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.....’  

As the shepherd develops a relationship with his flock so we during our Christian journey 

develop our relationship with God, this is the goal of our spiritual life. As the shepherd make 

sure the sheep always have sufficient food so you and I need continually be fed by the word 

of God, and to pray. The passage also says we are to stay alert and make certain there are 

no wolves disrupting our lives. The hired hand only wanted money and when the wolf 

appears he leaves the sheep and runs away. He had no interest in the sheep only what 

would benefit him. The true shepherd never abandons his flock. 

 

At the centre of the passage the from John10 v14, Jesus says, “I know my own and my own 

know me.” Jesus is the Shepherd who leads us through life’s dangers and times of peace, 

the Good Shepherd who willingly laid down his life for his flock, for you, and me.  

‘Christianity, is not a religion but our building a relationship with God,’ a relationship that 

has to be worked at, not just on Sunday but Monday to Saturday. The shepherds of the Old 

Testament, led, not drove their flocks, God is always there, leading us along out twisting 

path of life, showing us the way. 

 

The picture of the shepherd and his devotion to his flock, that ‘relationship picture’ re-

enforces Christ’s relationship with us. Jesus said to his disciples, v16 “There will be one flock 

one shepherd.” The responsibility now is our as disciples to bring others into the fold as we 

carry Christ’s message of love to all we have contact with in our daily lives. 

 

Christianity is a very personal faith, it is one of building a relationship, and we, like the 

disciples have the responsibility to continue strengthening our personal relationship, and 

helping others as they develop their own relationship with God.  Amen. 

                                                                                                           G.S. 


