
Worship for All – Advent Sunday 

Welcome in the name of Christ! God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.  

And also with you  
 

Candle ceremony 

In this season of Advent, we are here to watch and wait and pray 

for the coming of light into the world. We long for the day when the 

things of darkness – selfishness and greed, suffering and oppression 

– shall be no more. 

Lord, by your presence, light up the past that we might learn from it 

with thankfulness. Light up the present that we might live in it with 

love. Light up the future that we might prepare for it in hope. As we 

watch and wait and pray, may we be always ready to encounter the 

lord who is already and always with us. Amen 
 

First Sunday of Advent: Hope for all God’s people  

We light this candle for all God’s people, struggling to be bearers of hope in a troubled 

world. God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope.  

As this candle burns, the sign of our hope, we pray: God of hope, come to us again this 

Advent. May your hope live within us, burning as a light in our lives. 

Opening prayer     

Come, God-with-us: who braves our rejection and hurt, who holds us in acceptance and 

love. Come, God-for-us: who whispers in our ears that we – each of us – are beloved 

children. Come, God-under-us: who cradles us in arms that never grow weary; whose lap 

has room enough for all. Come, God-over-us: who watches in the long silence of the night, 

that we might rest in peace. Come, God-beside-us: who steadies us when we falter, who 

lifts us up when we fall. Come, God-behind-us: who picks up all the faded dreams we drop 

along the way and patchworks them into hope. O Come, O Come, Immanuel: and we will 

rejoice for ever! Amen.    
 

Hymn: O Come, O Come, Immanuel 
 

Prayers of confession     Creator of light and darkness, we so often chase shadows and fail 

to walk in the light. Forgive us, O God.     A time of stillness  

We travel through Advent as forgiven people, lifting our faces towards the light. Let us 

walk together in hope and in faith. Amen 
 

Credal affirmation     We believe in God, robed in splendour, veiled in mystery, ruler alike 

of darkness and light. We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tortured and put to 

death, but whose radiance could not be quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of colour 

to a dull, drab world: reviving the weary, healing the wounded, dazzling the satisfied. We 

walk with God, guided by the light of God’s loving spirit, who enters the shadowed places 



of our hearts and leads us into truth and life. We wait for God, and for the fulfilment of 

God’s promises, for the time when the darkness will hold no fear and the light will no 

longer blind, but creation will be made whole once more and God’s peace will reign for 

ever. 
 

Collect   Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the 

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 

us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Reading    Isaiah 64: 1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 

quake at your presence — as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 

boil — to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble 

at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 

the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 

perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 

cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 

work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity 

forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Psalm 80: 17-20 

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for 

yourself. Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your 

name. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 

Gospel   Mark 13:24-37 

But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 

be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 

ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 

tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no 



one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 

alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 

when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when 

the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake. 

Reflection  The great Advent theme of Hope murmurs in our souls as we wait expectantly 

in this time of the Covid virus. We are reminded as we journey through this Advent that 

God is faithfully holding out his hand of hope to us every day. We are called to be alert to 

his consoling and healing presence in our time of waiting. 
 

Hymn: Faithful One so unchanging  
 

Intercessions   Come, God. Come with the frightened. Come with the poor. Come with the 

children. Come with those who have always been your friends. Come and lead us to where 

you are living, and show us what you want us to do. Amen. 
 

At the end of the prayers, we pray  Lord, come to bless us, And fill us with your Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer      Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever.   Amen. 
 

The Peace       Jesus said, ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so you are to love one 

another.’ The peace of the Lord be always with you     And also with you    
 

Sending out prayer and Blessing  
 

As stars to the maker ….. we are the work of God’s hands  
As plants to the gardener …. we are the work of God’s hands  
As clay to the potter …. we are the work of God’s hands  
 

At this time of Advent, fire our imaginations with the sweep of your salvation. Catch us up 

in the cause of your kingdom, already breaking into this world in our ransomed lives, yet 

waiting for its final fulfilment when Christ shall come again. And let your Spirit, wild as the 

wind, gentle as the dove, move within us and among us, to enliven our worship and 

strengthen our faith and send us out with anticipation and hope. Amen. 
 

We are looking for God in our world. May we see what God wants us to see.  

We are looking for God in our lives. May we be who God wants us to be. And may God our 

Shepherd, Protector, Awakener, and Holy Spirit, bless us through these Advent days. 

Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the L ord. Amen. 


