
Worship for All ‘Luke the Evangelist’ 

Welcome in the name of Christ! God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.  

And also with you  

Bible  We worship with Christians near and far, living, departed, old and young. God’s 

word is for us all. May it be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Amen 

Candle  Christ has bought us out of darkness to dwell in his marvellous light. 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine in our hearts, Amen. 

Introduction 

Today is St Luke's Day and today we remember him as a writer. Luke's is the only Gospel 

with a part two. He doesn't name his second book, but it has become known as The Acts 

of the Apostles. He added this book because he places a great importance on the work of 

the Holy Spirit. His second book describes the work of the Holy Spirit in establishing the 

Christian Church.   

The Holy Spirit is present in the birth stories of Jesus and John the Baptist, at the Baptism 

of Jesus, in the lives of all who met on the Day of Pentecost, and in the witness of 

characters we encounter in Acts: Stephen, Paul, Barnabas and many others. When Peter 

acknowledges that Gentiles have received the Holy Spirit (Acts 10.44-47), the Christian 

mission is extended to the whole world. 

Whilst we have four Gospels, each giving a personal view of Jesus, there is only one work 

which documents the move from a faith just for Jews to a growing world religion. Luke 

writes for Gentiles, and in both his Gospel and the Acts he assures us that Jesus' message 

is for the whole world. 
 

Opening prayer   May the grace of God be among us, and the peace of God be on our 

hearts.   Amen 
 

Prayers of confession      We confess before you, O God, that we are not always a good 

example of what it is to be a Christian. And yet, Lord, you encourage us to share your love 

and reveal your truth and lead others to you. We confess that we fail, and we are sorry. 

We confess our inadequacies and carelessness in standing up for what is right against 

what is wrong. Forgive us, Lord, and guide us in the ways of truth and justice. We want to 

be a good example, a shining example of what it means to be a Christian, a follower of 

Jesus.    Amen. 
 

Prayer of thanksgiving   We praise you, Lord, for witnesses through the ages who have 

told your story and made you real to the next generation. We thank you for Luke and Paul, 

whose names are well known and prominent, and we thank you for those whose names 

are long lost in the annals of history – but who are known to you. We praise you for all 

whose good Christian lives have impacted on who we are, and what we are, and where we 

are. We praise you that in every generation there are witnesses who stand out, who stand 

up to be counted, who make a difference to the Christian path. We praise you, Lord God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that we have been brought by word, by deed, by action to 

follow you. Amen. 



Creed     

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Collect   Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the gospel, to be 

an evangelist and physician of the soul. By the grace of the Spirit and through the 

wholesome medicine of the gospel, give your church the same love and power to heal: 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen 
 

Reading    2 Timothy 4:5-17 

As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your 

ministry fully. As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 

departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing. 

Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted 

me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is 

with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in my ministry. I have sent 

Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also 

the books, and above all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; 

the Lord will pay him back for his deeds. You also must beware of him, for he strongly 

opposed our message. 

At my first defence no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 

counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 

me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 

rescued from the lion’s mouth. 
 

Gospel reading    Luke 10:1-9    

Christ in you, the hope of glory   This is the gospel we proclaim 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 

harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 

Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you 

enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your 

peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, 

eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not 



move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 

you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The 

kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

After the Gospel        This is the gospel of the Lord       Praise to you O Christ. 
 

Reflection     Lord of the harvest, as you call us to be the labourers of your gospel message 

in this generation, fill us with the fire of your love and the wind of your breath. Give us, we 

pray, the gifts of love, of courage and of boldness that the whole world may hear the good 

news of Jesus Christ your Son and receive your peace.  Amen 
 

Intercessions      Amen 

At the end of the prayers, we pray  Lord, come to bless us, And fill us with your Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer       

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.   Amen. 
 

The Peace        

Jesus said, ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so you are to love one another.’ The 

peace of the Lord be always with you     And also with you    
 

Blessing and Sending out prayer   
 

Go from this place in anticipation and joy. Be like Luke, share the faith, speak to all, seek 

companions and let your praise always be for Jesus Christ your Saviour and mine. 

 

Heavenly Father, take us and use us to love and serve you, and all people, in the power of 

your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
   

The kingdom of God has come near you. Go in peace to love and serve the L ord. Amen. 


