
Glorious wine 
 

John’s gospel gives us 7 “signs” in Jesus’ ministry which fit in with particular festivals 
in the Jewish year. The other gospels tend to call them miracles and to fit them in 

little groups together in a different system.  
 

Today’s Gospel reading is a bit different because it is the only one of the 7 signs 
which has no parallel in the other Gospels. The other 6 may well be fitted to the 

Jewish calendar of festivals, and they can still all be matched with similar examples in 
the other three gospels; this sign has no such link, which has led some commentators 
to suggest that it comes from another source. But the fact is it really belongs as the 
start of the series for John, and the series would be lost without this sign to lead us 
in; and we would do well to remember the number of parables in the other three 
which talk about weddings and other festival meals; it really does belong, even 

though it stands out as different. 
 

Because it’s one of a kind, it is full of temptations for the imaginative and 
adventurous preacher, such as:- 

Why did the wine run out? Did the disciples drink too much? Did they not bring their 
customary share of bottles? Were they ALL invited? Why so much water into wine, 
why did Mary interfere? Did Jesus tell his mother off? And so on! All these flights of 

fancy may well be eye-catching, but not always edifying or enlightening; they can be 
useful opening gambits for a sermon, or helpful leads to a moral lesson and I am not 
alone in having used them on occasions; but they are certainly not what John himself 

seems to think to be important.  
 

He says this occasion was a sign of Jesus’ GLORY, and caused the disciples to believe 
in him, which is an odd result from a few free drinks, whatever he quality of the 

vintage. So there must be more to it. 
 

There are always different approaches to gospel incidents, different questions to ask 
which may help us understand. 

 
The first is; What did the people there think was happening? John tells us they began 
to believe in him. They knew he was special; now there was more, and I think we are 

being told that the penny was beginning to drop just how special he was as their 
thoughts linked up with the traditional prophecies and pictures of the great Coming of 

the Kingdom, with its feastings and plenty. “Something very important is going on 
here, even though we are not sure exactly what!” 

 
The second question should always be “What did the writer want his readers to 

understand?” and his readers, unlike the disciples, knew the rest of the story, that 
this was the first of a series of signs showing that Jewish customs and beliefs were 

being replaced by the Person of God’s Son. 
 

And the third question has to be “What’s in it for us?” and the answer, or one of the 
answers, must be that however much we value our expressions of worship, belief and 
behaviour, however clearly, or dimly, we see the truths of God’s love, all our beliefs 
must always be subject to the Mind of Christ whose servants we are. The disciples 

may not have got the whole picture at Cana, you and I may only see part of it today, 
but for all of us, always, everything must lead to Him, or it is nothing worth. 
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