
Risk Assessment for open Air Worship at All Saints Church  

in compliance with Covid-19 secure recommendations Updated 14.12.2020 

This risk assessment has been drawn up in a manner that is COVID-19 secure and in line with social distancing guidelines, 

in order to minimise the risk of exposure to infection. The key government guidelines 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-

pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july) advise 

the following Covid-19 secure measures to be considered in the risk assessment and implemented: 

o ‘Gatherings of more than 30 people will be permitted in places of worship and their surrounding premises and 

grounds. The above guidance sets out how to ensure your place of worship is COVID-19 secure. 

o More than 30 people can pray in a place of worship or its grounds, but a risk assessment should be conducted and 

COVID-19 Secure measures implemented. The number of people who are able to gather will be dependent on the size 

of the space available. 

o Whilst engaging in an activity in the place of worship or surrounding grounds, all parties should adhere to social 

distancing guidelines. 2 metres (or 1 metre with actions taken to reduce the risk of transmission where 2 metres is 

not viable) between households are acceptable. For example, use of face coverings.’  

o Church worship is not considered to be a social gathering and does not fall under the same criteria so the following are 

the key points to consider: 

o remind congregants of the importance of social distancing and hygiene 

o wearing of face coverings outside the building is optional 

o hand sanitisers provided at entrance and appropriate places 

o seating will be arranged at 2m distancing 

o seats not to be moved by attendees 

o advice about appropriate clothing and sun protection will be communicated via website, email and in notices 

o face to face contact to be avoided 

o clearly indicated entrance and exit procedures 

o chairs will be set up and put away by a designated team each week to reduce the risk of transmission 

o establish cleaning and hygiene practices to reduce the risk of transmission 

o no multi-use items e.g. service sheets and books  

o set up a booking system to help with managing numbers 

o keep contact details as recommended to aid NHS Test and Trace if necessary  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july


o Holy Communion should be carried out in a way that adheres to social distancing between individuals from different 

households to reduce the risk of transmission. There should only be a closer distance to the priest to enable the 

distribution of Holy Communion. Time spent in contact should be kept to an absolute minimum.  

o Holy Communion will be taken to each person in their seats to reduce trip hazards as well as to maintain social 

distancing  

o services should be concluded in the shortest reasonable time 

o there will be no singing during the services  

o once completed, participants should be encouraged to move on promptly, to minimise the risk of contact and spread 

of infection 

o there will be no refreshments after the service 

o continue to stream or video worship to reach those individuals who are self-isolating or particularly vulnerable to 

COVID-19 

 

Priests instructions for the safe practice of leading worship and celebrating/distributing HC are on a separate document. 

Only the priest is responsible for the preparation, clearing and washing of the Communion vessels.  

This comprehensive Covid-19 has been carried out to enable the garden space to be used for gathered worship following the 

guidelines above. The risk assessment indicates that the space can safely accommodate up to 40 people sitting at 2m 

spacing and that there is sufficient access for 40 people to enter and leave the space within the 2m requirements. The 

pathway is wide, the access is from several directions, the whole space is open with no pinch points and there is excellent 

visibility all around. In accordance with the guidelines people will be asked to arrive and leave carefully to avoid contact with 

others who are not in their household or bubble.    

Revd Beverley Miles    13.08.2020 

 

 What are the 
hazards 

Who might be 
harmed 

What is already being done Who is 
responsible 

Comments Review 
date 

1.  Being infected  

with Covid-19 

All who attend Signs to be put out asking people to 

stay 2m apart at all times. 
Signs to be put out asking people to 
sanitise hands as they arrive and 

before they leave.  
There will be 2 sanitising stations  

Verger team 

 
 
 

 
 

Social distancing 

and hygiene 
guidelines are for 
the benefit of all 

Before 

each 
service 
 



Chairs will be set out two metres 
apart 

Numbers in attendance will be 
limited to 40 to comply with the 
assessed capacity for the space  

 
 

 

2.  Over 70’s and 
clinically 
vulnerable 

Those who are 
in this category 
and attend 

services 

All Saints will advise that 
government guidelines state that 
those over 70 or in a vulnerable 

group should minimise contact with 
those outside their household. 

Weekly Video and Zoom services 
are available via the parish website 
and email communication. 

Administration 
 
All in this 

category 

Those who attend 
services and are 
in this category, 

do so at their own 
risk. 

 

 

3.  Being infected  

with Covid-19 
whilst using 

the toilet 
facilities 

Anyone who 

uses the toilet 

Doors to the hall toilets will be 

latched open so that no touch 
points exist on the way to the 

toilets. 
There is a period of at least 72 

hours between potential use of the 
toilets. 

All in attendance  The pre-school is 

not operating 
during the 

summer holidays. 
In September the 

church toilet will 
be available. 

Before the 

new term 
in 

September 
After 

September 
1st 

 

4.  Weather 
conditions – 

sun, heat, 
cold, wet 

All who attend People will be advised to wear/bring 
suitable clothing, sun hats, 

parasols, umbrellas to protect 
themselves. There is one large tree 

and several smaller trees offering 
shade and shelter for some but not 

all. 

Administration 
 

All who attend 

Individual 
responsibility of 

those who attend 

 

       

5.  Potentially 
infecting the 
church with 

covid-19 

Anyone who 
enters the 
church 

Face coverings must be worn inside 
the church building and hall.  
The church will be locked 

throughout the service. 

Beverley Miles 
Warden on duty 
 

The building will 
be locked once 
the service is set 

up 

ongoing 

   



6.  Being infected 
with Covid-19 

by handing 
money 

Those who 
handle the 

money 
 

Any donation to the church will be 
put in a pot and once handled to be 

counted, the person counting it will 
thoroughly wash their hands. 

Warden on duty 
 

The person 
counting the 

money may leave 
the money till 72 
hours has passed. 

After each 
service 

 

 

7.  Being infected 
by shared 
service sheets 

Anyone who 
handles service 
sheets  

Service sheets are once only and 
will be taken home by the person 
who picked them up and can be 

reused each week by the person 
taking them home. 

Weekly news sheets will be taken 
home by person who used them. 

Rev Beverley 
Miles 
Lynda Hawkins 

 
Verger team 

 Before and 
after each 
service 

First 
service 

19th July 
2020 

         

8.  Being infected 
by Covid-19 

through the 
chairs 

All who attend Folding chairs will be used from the 
hall which have not been used for 

72 hours and will not be used for 72 
hours again. 

A designated team will handle the 
chairs before and after the service 

and wash their hands thoroughly 
afterwards. 

Jenny Jeffery 
Verger team 

Chairs can be 
sanitised 

individually on 
request 

Before and 
after each 

service 

 

9. Injury from 
moving tables 

and chairs 

Those who help 
with moving 

tables and chairs 

Tables and chairs will be moved 
safely and only by those who are 

designated to move them. 

Team   At each 
service 

 

10 Track and 
trace 

All who attend 
 

 
 

 
 

People are asked to book their seat 
for the Sunday services – 

administrator to communicate 
booking system. A printed record of 

bookings will be used to check off 
those expected.  
The names and contact numbers of 

those who attend will be kept in the 
parish office for a period of at least 

3 weeks.  

Administration 
 

Lynda Hawkins 

If a test is 
undertaken and is 

negative, no self-
isolation is 

necessary 

 



If someone is suspected of having 
or tests positive for covid-19, all 

those who attended on the day that 
this person was present will be 
asked to self-isolate for 14 days or 

seek a test as per government 
guidelines 

 

11 Injury or 

accident due 
to the service 

being on 
uneven ground 

All who attend Every care will be taken for the 

service to be conducted in an area 
where there is little chance of trip 

hazards and accidents.  
All will be advised that the service is 
to be held on the grass and 

therefore the ground is uneven. 

Rev Beverley 

Miles 
 

Administration  

  

       

12 Person falling 
ill or feeling 

unwell during 
a service 

 

Person ill and 
first aider(s) 

responding 

If a first aider is in attendance, they 
will take all precautions when 

attending to casualty – wear mask 
and gloves. 

Incident to be recorded in the 
incident and accident book – kept in 
kitchen vestry. 

First aider to wash hands and 
sanitise hands after incident 

Wardens 
Rev. Beverley 

Miles 
First aiders 

Warden or verger 
to call 999 if 

necessary 
 

Record and report 
any incident or 
accident to 

Jennifer Goddard. 

Each 
service 

• Outdoor carol singing : Following all Govt guidelines as appropriate from above 

Social distancing to be maintained at all times between households and social bubbles.  

Sanitiser to be made available on arrival. 

No chairs to be provided but people may bring their own. 

Carol sheets to be quarantined after use for at least 72 hours. 

People will be asked to book their place to manage numbers up to 40 as agreed for the summer outdoor service.  



People in social bubbles can add to the numbers permitted up to 50 people as people will be standing closer together within the 

space. 

People may choose to join and stand in the car park area or on the pavement outside, but these numbers cannot be monitored. 

It will be dark, but the church path is lit as is the car park area and there are streetlights along the road. People will be asked to bring 

torches or lanterns for their own use. The hall lights can be on too to give some additional lighting if appropriate.  

People will be reminded about social distancing and safe exiting on the way home. 

• Crib Service: Following all Govt guidelines as appropriate from above including arrangements for carol singing 

Electrical equipment for lighting and projection will be protected from the weather and the leads will be sectioned off from where 

people are walking. 

  


