
Sunday 9th August 2020 – Trinity IX 
 

 Immediately the passage from the Old Testament First Book of Kings 
comes to the attention of our minds it almost always triggers memories of 

the hymn ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’ and particularly of its last 
verse. Interestingly the hymn owes its origin to an American Quaker poet 

named John Greenleaf Whittier. To him the ‘still, small voice of calm’ would 
be entirely relevant to his faith.  
 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

Thy coolness and Thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm. 
 

 It is not in ‘earthquake, wind and fire’ from the First Book of Kings 
that we hear the voice of God but in the stillness of our meeting with him. 

It is as St Paul says, in the reading from the Epistle to the Romans today: 
the word is near you, on your lips and in your heart. That is where and how 

God’s still, small voice of calm speaks to us. 
  

 All of today’s readings form a piece for us – they complement 

everything that each tells of and to each other. Here we find the disciples 
in a storm of the lake – but more particularly, a storm of their faith and of 

the evident uncertainty at what was happening to them. They had just been 
involved, in what must have been for them the very trying experience of 

the feeding of crowd. Jesus, we are told, makes them to go on ahead of 
him in their boat whilst he stays behind – to clear up perhaps, to meet with 

people quietly and talk to them, ‘off camera’ – we are not told. But then he 
comes to them in the boat and the calmness is restored in the waves and 

the wind, in the disciple’s minds and in the response to Peter’s failure of 
faith. It must have been very testing for all of the disciples – they were 

stressed out and Peter particularly; particularly Peter who in his rashness 
tries to show Jesus he trusts in him and fails and has to be rescued. But 

when they are both in the boat ‘the still small voice of calm’ can be heard 

again. 
 

 But, and it is a ‘big but’! The still small voice of Jesus’ love for them 
rebukes: “You of little faith, why did you doubt” When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly 
you are the Son of God’. We need to be in the boat with Jesus in order that 

he can strengthen us to face the onslaughts that trouble us and to be made 
strong enough in faith to follow Him who is our God, our Saviour, our 

Redeemer and who is the still small voice that can calm us. 
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